THE ENEMY
The fatigue resulting from an effort which surpassed our
strength, and which had been imposed upon us by the un-
satisfactory physical conditions of our work, was increased by
the invasion of publicity [Marie was to write later]. The
shattering of our voluntary isolation was a cause of real suffering
to us and had all the effects of a disaster.
By way of compensation, fame should have brought the
Curies certain advantages: the chair, the laboratory, the colla-
borators and the credits so long desired. But when would these
benefactions come? Their anxious waiting was prolonged. . , .
Here we touch upon one of the essential causes of Pierre's and
Marie's bitterness. France was the country where their worth
had been recognised last, and nothing less than the Davy Medal
and the Nobel Prize were required before the University of
Paris bothered to create a chair in physics for Pierre Curie. The
two scientists were saddened by this. The compensations which
came from abroad underlined the desolate conditions under
which they had successfully pursued the great discovery-
conditions which did not seem likely to change soon.
Pierre thought of the positions which had been refused him
for the past four years, and made it a point of honour to pay
public homage to the only institution which had encouraged
and supported his efforts within the poor means at its disposal:
the School of Physics and Chemistry. In a lecture delivered at
the Sorbonne before a large audience he was to say> as he
recalled the bareness and magic of the old shed:
I wish to point out here that we made all our researches at the
School of Physics and Chemistry of the City of Paris.
In all scientific production the influence of the surroundings
in which work is done has a very great importance, and part of
the results obtained is due to this influence. For more than
twenty years I have been working at the School of Physics.
Schutzenberger, the first director of this school, was an eminent
man of science. I remember with gratitude that he procured
the means of work for me when I was only an assistant; later on,